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June 15, 2020 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
On Friday, I sent home a letter about plans for re-opening school in September.   
Each public school will have a blend of in-person and at-home learning.  Each 
public school will plan the details of that blend.  At CPE1, of course, your voice 
strengthens our planning. 
  
Last week, you were invited to a conversation about re-opening on Wednesday 
evening.  Here is how to participate: 
 
 Date:   June 17 
 Time:   5:30 P.M. 
 By Zoom:  Click Here 
 By Phone:  646.558.8656 

Password:  442575 
 
 
The goal of Wednesday night’s discussion is to give voice to families’ questions 
and considerations.  A wide range of families’ perspectives will help our school 
create a flexible, workable plan.  Questions we want to answer include: 
 

 What safety measures would make you feel more comfortable sending your 
child to learn in person at CPE1? 

 Knowing that social distancing will require some students to learn at home 
each day, how could we create a schedule that works for your family? 

 What next steps might be taken with learning remotely when students are 
not in the school building? 

 What would support your child emotionally? 
   
If you would like to send in additional questions before the discussion on 
Wednesday evening, please write to me at gfeldbe@schools.nyc.gov.  With so 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a806807f14aa14605d4afde/t/5ee3ad61fa3b1a3535fa933e/1591979361260/letter+to+families+20200612.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/91468858187?pwd=L2VOT2FKSTNZNHhNL0RMd3ZyUlFEdz09
mailto:gfeldbe@schools.nyc.gov


 

 

much still unknown about next year, it’s comforting to trust the familiarity and 
wisdom of our community. 
  
 

Disrict Graduation Ceremony Today 

This is a quick reminder that our school district is holding a district-wide 
graduation for fifth, eighth, and twelfth graders.    The district graduation is a 
computer-only event.  All East Harlem principals have recorded quick video 
messages, and the names of each school’s graduates will be shown on screen. 
 
Once again, here are the details:  
   

Date:  Monday, June 15  
Time:  4:00 p.m.  

Click:  This Link  
  
CPE1’s own graduation occurs this Saturday, June 20.  Our staff has been planning 
extensively for fifth graders to be honored individually there.  
    
 

Citywide Survey on Fall 

Keep reading onto the next page for a letter Chancellor Carranza.  Our city is 
hoping families participate in a survey about the re-opening of school next year.  
You can click here to take the survey. 
 
 
 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YjY2NzQzYmItNjAyOS00N2UyLWJhNWYtMjA4NzU3ZWM2ODk2%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252218492cb7-ef45-4561-8571-0c42e5f7ac07%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25222fdee9f0-46ee-46e1-ac6e-840c7ee3ea75%2522%257d&data=02%7C01%7CGFeldbe%40schools.nyc.gov%7C5f2a6b1386fc453c3a5e08d80d595ae8%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C637274024722302174&sdata=5QsB4GZTbLjVIMyHAQJfpPbPeQP1J%2BOOtEYkRoy5BMY%3D&reserved=0
schools.nyc.gov/returntoschool2020


 

 

 

June 12, 2020 

Dear Families, 

I hope you are staying safe and healthy. We are heading towards the end of the school year, soon to close the 

chapter on an experience none of us could have imagined.   

But while we are thinking about concluding one chapter, we are focused on the beginning of another: what the 

future of our schools will look like, and how we will come back in September for the 2020-21 school year. I am 

writing today with an important update and an opportunity to lend your voice to the planning for this fall. 

You, your children, and all the staff at DOE have done an extraordinary job adjusting to a total transformation of 

education in the nation’s largest public school system. We must continue to center health and safety and be 

prepared to follow guidance issued by health experts and other important authorities as autumn approaches. Since 

we don’t know what the state of the coronavirus will be at that time, we must be ready for a number of options 

for teaching and learning. In addition to the risks posed by COVID-19 directly, we are acutely aware of the 

emergence of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C), a condition related to COVID-19 that 

has affected children in New York City as well as across the country and the world.  

What Might Fall 2020 Look Like? 

We have not yet made any firm decisions for what this fall will look like as we start the 2020-2021 school year. 

However, we believe that all options will need to take into account social distancing. We know that for many 

students, nothing can quite match full-time teaching and learning in a school building. Given the ongoing health 

risks related to COVID-19, we also need to prepare for a variety of educational models and approaches, including 

what I call blended learning. Blended learning means combining in-person and remote instruction to create a 

powerful educational experience where each mode of learning supports the other. Throughout it all, the goal 

remains to provide as much in-person learning as possible, and give every child the academic support they need 

while keeping them safe. 

Lend Your Voice Through the Return to School 2020 Survey 

There are many ways blended learning can operate, and we know every student and family has experienced remote 

learning differently. We want to hear from you about your preferences and concerns as we head into the 2020- 

2021 school year. We have created a short survey for both families and students—please take a moment to fill it 

out and share your thoughts by Monday, June 22. The survey is anonymous and should take about 7 minutes to 

complete. It’s available in 9 languages at schools.nyc.gov/returntoschool2020, and those without the ability to 

complete it online can do so by calling 311. Thank you in advance for taking the time to again give us your 

feedback: it will help us to better serve you.  

Working together, we will build a strong, just, safe, and successful future for our schools and our City. Sincerely, 

 
Richard A. Carranza 

Chancellor 

New York City Department of Education 


