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August 10, 2018 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
 
The first day of school, September 5, is less than four weeks away.  As we keep getting ready, 
here’s an update on hiring new staff. 
 
Tina Pack will be our new counselor.  Tina is a licensed clinical social worker with a strong 
background in child and family therapy.  Some of her clinical practice has been nearby, at 
Northside Center for Child Development and the East Harlem Council for Human Services.  Her 
career also has brought her into a number of roles in education, including serving as family 
leadership coordinator for a New York City an alternative high school superintendency, as a 
counselor a school health program at Global Technology Prep on East 120 Street, and most 
recently as a social worker in a middle school in the South Bronx.  She was planning to go back 
there for another year… but felt she had to apply to a progressive school once she heard CPE1 
was looking.  As one of her former clinical supervisors told me, Tina forms especially deep 
connections to families.   
 
Laurie Giamella will be taking on speech and language services.  Laurie started out in 
organizational psychology and supported the chief of staff for the city’s Office of Consumer 
Affairs.  She comes to us from PS 316 in Brooklyn, where she worked as the social 
developmental intervention specialist in an inclusive program for children on the autism 
spectrum.  She’s very eager to be part of a school that offers for all children the hands-on 
learning, choice, and attention to routines that were important to the work of that specialized 
program.  The district speech supervisor who oversaw Laurie’s work in Brooklyn told me, “Oh, 
I’m so sad to lose her.”  That sorrow doubtlessly means something good for CPE1. 
 
After being hired officially this week, both Tina and Laurie spent several hours at CPE1.  Each is 
determined to fit well in our school community, and to collaborate closely with the rest of our 
staff.  It’s a pleasure to be welcoming them. 
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