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Dear Families, 
 
 
Today is the final day before public school staff are required to be at work.   This week, so many of us 
are sweaty, dusty, and speckled with paint – all signs of a beautiful school.   
 
 
At CPE1, materials and classroom organization are especially important for learning and community.  
That’s why teachers, paraprofessionals, special education service providers, and school aides spent their 
summer vacation at work.  No one got paid.  But every August weekday, staff were crouched on 
classroom floor, up on ladders, painting bookshelves, moving furniture.  Could I make the block area just 
a bit bigger?  Could children manage the cooking area more independently?  Could the room look more 
inviting? 
 
One principal I know can’t get into her school today, because the custodial staff there still has too much 
cleaning to do.   At our school, the custodial staff cleans the second floor by the middle of July; they 
understand the extra hours CPE1 staff want to give, and they organize their work to help us do ours.  
Time is a gift. 
 
No staff member will feel fully finished or satisfied when your child comes back Wednesday morning.  
But I’m profoundly thankful for the gritty, sticky work of summer.  This many sweaty, dirty tee-shirts 
manifest so much love for children.    
 
 

New Teacher 
Alissa Quiñones is our new pre-K teacher.  When she was a student teacher thirteen years ago at 
Manhattan Country School, staff there used to talk about CPE1.  She knew then that she wanted to work 
in a school where teachers have the honesty and freedom to bring tough topics from the world into 
class.  Alissa has been a teacher of three- and four year-olds in a pre-school heavily influenced by the 
Reggio Emilia approach to inquiry.  Now, Alissa is eager to explore CPE1’s approach.  “She’s such a 
learner,” said the education director of her old school, “and not at all afraid to ask questions that go 
against the grain.”  At CPE1, those are exactly the questions to ask. 
 
 

Events Coming Up 

 

http://www.cpe1.net/


We sent a year-long calendar to you back in June because we busy families need time to plan to be at 
school events.  And if you haven’t already, start circling these dates.  Our small community depends on 
big participation. 
 

Thursday, September 6 – 6:00 P.M. 
Come to the welcome-back potluck.  Please bring food to share.  CPE1 children will play out in 
our school yard.  New families, especially, need to connect with families who know our school 
well.  We need you there. 
 
Thursday, September 13 – 6:00 P.M. 
You are the CPE1 parent association.  Please come to the first parent association meeting of this 
school year.  As always, child care (and pizza for children) is free for all families. 
 
 
Tuesday, September 25 – 5:45 P.M. 
Curriculum Night is a formal introduction to your child’s classroom.  Adults will gather first in the 
auditorium, and then you’ll head up to your child’s classroom to discuss learning and community 
in the year ahead.  (Of course, child care will be provided.) 
 
 
Tuesday, October 16 – 6:00 P.M. 
Evening workshops are an important CPE1 practice.  Adults experience and discuss the kind of 
learning their children do each day.  This year, school staff are planning workshops earlier and 
thoroughly – we want you there.  Our first evening workshop is dedicated to work time and 
project time.  Even if you have some familiarity work time already, we want you to keep thinking 
and talking with us about how CPE1 children learn.  (You know there will be free child care.)  Be 
there. 

 
 
 
School starts Wednesday, September 5, at 8:30 in the morning.  Our cafeteria, as always, serves free 
breakfast starting at 7:45.  We’re thinking of the children who’ll walk in that morning.  We’re proud of 
what’s to come. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


