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September 21, 2018 
 
 

Dear Families, 
 
In most schools, when classes are moving through hallways, a teacher tells one child to 
hold the door for the others.  That way, only one child has to manage the weight of the 
door, and every child after the first can walk through as if the door weren’t there at all.   

At CPE1, there are no door holders.  During my first year at CPE1, I thought that was 
inefficient.  But last week, Jessica, one of our school’s exceptionally thoughtful 
paraprofessionals, explained what I had missed.   

CPE1 teaches students to take the door from the child ahead and pass it to the child 
behind.  Carefully taking and releasing a door helps very young children plan their 
movements, builds body awareness, and makes them pay more attention to others.  
Also, children should practice the respectful habit of holding doors for elders and 
strangers; it’s part of community and culture. Making the door a problem to negotiate 
takes more time, but strengthens children.   

I have been part of CPE1 for a little more than one year, and I’m still learning some of 
why we do what we do.  Our practices and traditions are like our hallway doors: there’s 
usually a quicker way, but if we all pass them, one person to the next, we’re thinking 
bigger, together. 

CPE1’s parent handbook is going home soon in hard copy, and it’s already online 
(www.cpe1.nyc/resources) for you to read.  Some of our traditions and practices are 
described there.  Please do read, but also, ask.  Then, tell.  Jessica taught me, and I’m 
explaining what I learned.  As with our hallway doors, we grow the most when we pass 
something from one of us to the next.  

 

Open House – Tuesday, September 25 – 5:45 P.M. 
Another chance to hear about practices and traditions will happen next week.  Please 
come to Open House, CPE1’s curriculum night.  Staff and families all gather in the 
auditorium to share a beginning to the year.  Then, you’ll head upstairs to your child’s 
class.  As always, we provide free childcare (and pizza for children).   

http://www.cpe1.nyc/resources


 

 

Open House is a great way to learn more about the year’s learning.  Please join us. 

 
 
Photographs in School 
The New York City Department of Education acknowledges that families are free to use 
cameras and phones in school.  At CPE1, we can ask, family to family, for devices to be 
put away. 

Every school has families with privacy concerns.  For example, families who have 
experienced violence sometimes move to new schools so that children can be kept safe. 

 When one child in a class has a nut allergy, all families in the class stop packing peanut 
butter sandwiches for lunch.   It’s the same with photos or FaceTime.  Having all of us 
making small changes to support a few of us is a sign of deep community.  Please know 
how much your cooperation will be appreciated. 

 

Work Time Workshop – October 16 – 6:00 P.M. 
Evening workshops for families are crucial for CPE1.  They’re a time when adults try out 
the kinds of learning experiences children have in our school.  Even if you’ve been 
attended before, come to this year’s workshops: the work grows deeper the more that 
you try it. 

This year’s first evening workshop is devoted to work time.  Work time (or project time 
in the upper grades) sits at the center of CPE1’s learning.  It’s a time when children make 
choices, explore materials, and pursue their own questions.   

Extraordinary things happen during work time.   On October 16, come and try for 
yourself. 

 

See you Tuesday at 5:45 for Open House. 

 
 
 


