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 “Too much questions!” chimes Maddy, pretending to be exasperated.   

Maddy is right: there really are a lot of questions being asked.  In Rasheeda’s second-
and-third grade class, Maddy and Lina have being examining a dead bee.  This is work 
time, so while other children are cooking and constructing and building a palace out of 
blocks, Maddy and Lina have chosen science. They have two magnifying glasses, two 
different books about bees… and a bee with only one wing. 

Maddy has been taking notes about a diagram in of the books.  On a piece of lined paper 
she has written, “compound antennae thorax wings.”  But some of the most important 
scientific learning isn’t coming from books alone: what Lina and Maddy touch with their 
hands sparks their questions. 

Lina taps the bee’s back legs, and notices the long hairs that catch pollen from flowers.  
“It’s so soft,” she tells Maddy.  Then, as if unsure how something soft could be so lifeless, 
Lina adds, “How did it die?” 

Maddie answers with two questions of her own.  “What’s the furry stuff inside and what 
are the wings made out of.”  The “furry stuff inside” is where the bee’s missing stinger 
used to be.  The book’s diagram labels the stinger, but doesn’t show what’s inside after 
the stinger comes off.   

I ask what happens once a bee stings someone, and Maddie has a simple answer.  “It 
dies,” she says. There’s still something that Maddy can’t explain so easily.  “But it had its 
stinger when it was dead,” before a classmate knocked it off.  Lina’s question – “How did 
it die?” – is still a puzzle. 

Maddy and Lina decide to use their note-taking paper to write down all of their 
unanswered questions.  They start jotting down everything they want to know:  “Where 
did it get the squishy stuff and how did it get there?”  “What’s this white stuff?” “Why 
do the wings feel like oil?”  “Why did it die and what’s its wings made of?”  Each new 
wondering turns into fast-paced writing. 

Lina looks at the page and announces, “I’m keeping this for my questions.”



Maddy examines all the questions she’s already written, then sighs.  “Eventually I’m 
going to need a new piece of paper….” 

Lina and Maddy probably won’t discover answers all of their questions.  But they have 
discovered biology.  After all, professional scientists usually have more curiosity than 
answers.  Biologists observe, wonder, and explore, and observe all over again.  Maddy 
was engaged in important learning when she studied her book’s diagram of a bee.  But 
writing down important questions you can’t let go – now that’s science. 

These moments of real discovery – not just about the world but how to learn about it – 
come from work time.  Every class in our school has work time every morning.  Children 
get to make real choices, they figure out how to and children use their hands to explore.  
All of that leads to deep real learning.   

You should learn more about it, too.  Please come to… 

 

Work Time Workshop – October 16 – 6:00 P.M. 
Once again, evening workshops for families are a big part of CPE1.  Our community of 
adults gets to learn the way our children do.   

This year’s first evening workshop is devoted to work time.  Please come.  The more you 
know work time, the more you know your child’s school. 

 

Read This Letter on Your Phone 
Do you ever look through your child’s backpack and worry that there was information 
from school you missed?  Sign up for CPE1’s messaging service.  Just text @kb6gf6 to the 
number 81010.  You’ll get letters and short updates right on your phone. 

 
 

 
 


