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October 24, 2018 
 
 

Dear Families, 

At last Saturday’s Fall Festival, several guests pulled me aside to ask how they could get their 
children into CPE1.  They hadn’t been inside the school or seen a classroom.  They just could 
sense how special our community is.  They could tell so much by how hard they saw volunteers 
work, how happy children looked with each other, how skillful the crafts each class made.  

Fall Festival raises funds for our parent association, which covers the costs of everything from 
the ingredients our students use to make snack to making sure weekly ice skating is free for all 
children.  You are the parent association – support for the school is support from you.   

Lots of gratitude goes to Fall Festival’s co-chairs, CeCe Boyack and Elizabeth Silvernell; to 
everyone who brought a dish or ran an activity; to everyone who set up or cleaned up; and to 
everyone who came to enjoy the day.  The money Fall Festival raised is important.  The 
community we continue to grow is worth even more. 

 

Halloween at CPE1 
CPE1 is organized around rituals and rhythms.   The passing of seasons help children mark time 
and how they are growing; Halloween helps them notice this season.   
 
Our school has a particular approach to Halloween.  First, costumes are worn only by pre-K, 
kindergarten, and first graders.  Children in Aishah’s, Rasheeda’s, Cecilia’s, and Marisol’s classes 
understand that they have grown from marching in the Halloween parade to being the 
encouraging audience.  Most older children have costumes waiting at home; older students will 
put on costumes after school. 
 
Planning Costumes 
If your child is in pre-K, kindergarten, or first grade, please keep this in mind: 
 

• Home-made costumes are strongly preferred.  They don’t have to be expensive or fancy.  
A costume made with love at home is definitely valued. 

• Costumes should be safe: 
o No weapons 
o No blood or horror or scary themes 



o No masks or covered faces 
o No superheroes (superheroes just have to fight bad guys, and pretend fighting can 

lead to real anger) 
o No store-bought princesses (too often, ‘girl’ costumes send the wrong messages to 

actual girls, and just aren’t appropriate for young children)  
• Please come to school in regular clothes.  Children change into costumes before the 

parade.  They change out at the end of the day. 
 
 

Parade Route and Playground 
The parade starts in our building and moves up Fifth Avenue.  Alissa’s, Kerry’s, Marilyn’s, and 
Patricia’s classes will march north and proudly display their costumes around the neighborhood.   
We’ll come back on Madison to the Lehman Playground, where donuts hanging from string tied 
to the climbing equipment.  It’s fun to ‘bob’ for donuts without using any hands.  Cider and 
donuts are a perfect fall treat – no candy or soda. 
 
 
Special Circumstances 
We know that not all families celebrate Halloween.  If your child is not allowed to do so, please 
speak with your child’s teachers.  We encourage children and families to share with their classes 
the holidays they celebrate, and we also believe in talking as a class about who has different 
traditions, and why. 
 
We reserve special donuts (e.g., gluten-free) for children who need them.  If you have any 
concerns about a child eating treats in Lehman playground, please let you child’s teachers know. 
 
 

 

Community Coffee This Friday Morning 
Friday morning at 8:35, we’ll have an informal gathering for families.  Our Community Coffees 
take place about once each month.  This is a chance to socialize with other families and to chat 
about our school.  I always sit in on the discussions.   
 
There’s a lot to love about CPE1, and here’s one more thing: we brew real coffee.  Weak school 
coffee is never on the menu.  Community Coffees always involve Café Bustelo, and the message 
on the Bustelo package is true: ¡El mejor café se difruta en compañia!   
 
The best coffee really is enjoyed with company.  If you can, stay for a cup after arrival on Friday.  
 
 


