
 
Central Park East I Elementary School 

1573 Madison Avenue ♦ New York, NY ♦ 10029 ♦ 212.860.5821 ♦ www.cpe1.nyc ♦ Gabriel Feldberg, Principal 

 

 
January 24, 2019 
 
 
Dear Families, 

We’re dedicating a special this Friday morning’s community coffee to one big topic.  A 
week ago, New York State named CPE1 a Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) 
school.  That gives us so much to discuss. 

Last spring, many of CPE1’s third, fourth, and fifth graders opted out of annual state 
exams.  The letter I sent explains that the students who actually took the exam did not 
have low test scores.  But, a new state policy now counts students who opt out of tests 
as scoring at the lowest level.   

We are the perfect community for a situation like this.  Each day in class, CPE1 children 
tackle big projects, full of questions and complications.  They have to puzzle through 
problems they did not anticipate; they ask each other for ideas and support.  So how 
should we as adults respond to all the questions that come up about this new state 
policy?  We have to be like our kids: we have to think and talk together. 

We’ll have strong coffee in the library on Friday, January 26, at 8:35.  Please come with 
questions, eagerness, openness, and excitement for what’s next. 

 

Book Swap This Week 
These kids are enjoying the pleasure of a new book.  Well, 
maybe the books aren’t brand-new, but that’s what makes 
CPE1 book swap special. 
 
Most school book fairs are fundraisers… for publishing 
companies.  A major publisher promises to share some money 
with a school’s PTA, and the PTA sells books from only that 
publisher.  Book fairs usually sell expensive, glossy books, and 
they make a little extra by selling with extras that have 
nothing to do with reading, such as stickers and glittery 



 

 

erasers.   Families have to find a way to pay, which means some kids go home with at 
most one book, or none at all. 
 
CPE1’s book swap sends kids home with several books.  Children get excited, share, and 
read.  Our parent association raises no extra money.  But, book swap brings children 
more actual books.  And, it brings our school something money can’t buy. 
 

Water Update 
This week I received an email about water sampling results in our school.   Here’s the 
important part: the new water fountain in the middle of the second floor corridor did 
not pass a recent inspection.   
 
Our school building has 128 water fixtures, and three had lead levels above the limit, 15 
parts per billion.  Our new water fountain was one of the three.  Fifteen minutes after 
the email was sent, that water fountain was shut down. 
 
A key part of the letter is here below.  You can see the results.  What we can’t see is why.  

This absolutely new bottle 
filler was installed in the fall, 
and could not be turned on 
inspectors came to take water 

samples.  Lab results came back clean on November 5.  We’re not sure about the results 
only six weeks later. 
 
I’m told water inspectors will be back in the building soon to investigate more.  Our 
fountain will be off until we get another all-clear. 
 
 
The long water letter can be read in full in the Letters from the Principal sections on our 
website, www.cpe1.nyc/resources.   We’ll see you for coffee Friday morning. 
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