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February 14, 2019 
 
 
Dear Families, 

Before you keep reading this letter, ask yourself: Have you really read the narrative your 
child's teacher sent home this week?  Have you read it with your child? 
 
The work of narratives isn't just the 30,000 or 40,000 total words each teacher writes 
after a full day with children.  The work is knowing children. 
 
The books your child has chosen to read, your child's struggles and successes in work 
time, your child's physical presence around the school, the other children with whom 
your child likes to work – those details describe so much more than a typical report card 
grade.  The process that helps teachers observe and make discoveries about your child 
mirrors the way CPE1 children observe and make discoveries about the world.  Each 
question leads to more, and that leads to deeper understanding. 
 
Writing so thoroughly helps teachers learn and think about each student.  If you’ve read 
that narrative only once, or if you haven’t talked about it with your child, it’s worth 
rereading.  What’s described there is a child you can’t know well enough. 
 
 

Family Workshop – February 28 – 6:00 P.M. 
Our next evening workshop for families is coming up February 28.  We’ll be focusing on 
CPE1’s arts program. 
 
One section above, I wrote that CPE1 children observe and make discoveries about the 
world.  Arts are vital to that way of learning.  We hope you can explore that learning 
with us on the Thursday evening after vacation. 
 
 

Welcome, Reyes 
CPE1 offers many opportunities for exercise.  Everyone participates in movement class 
with Charlotte, recess runs longer than in most other schools, we brave cold and snow 



 

 

to make sure children play outside as often as possible, and we skate once a week.  
What we haven’t had is a teacher licensed for physical education. 
 
PE Works is a city program that brings PE teachers to schools like ours.  PE Works has 
matched us with Reyes Andon.  Reyes recently finished up requirements for his physical 
education license.  He says he loves challenges, and filling a first-ever position at CPE1 
qualifies. 
 
Reyes will be with us on Thursdays and Fridays.  To learn more about how we work with 
children, he’ll start out observing in classrooms, at recess, and at the skating rink in 
Central Park.  As he comes to know children and the physical environment of our school, 
we’ll be planning learning experiences for all classes.  This should be a fun new 
opportunity for CPE1. 
 
 

Vacation Wishes 
Before vacations, I think I always write that days outside of school might give you a little 
more time with your child.  We hope you find some extra pleasure in whatever time you 
have together.  
 
 
We’ll see you when school re-opens February 25, for our arts workshop on at 6:00 on 
February 28, and our next community coffee at 8:35 on March 1. 

 

 
 
 


