
There is so much to notice and discuss when you get upstairs in classrooms.   In your child’s 

classroom tonight, please keep this in mind: at CPE1, there are almost always big reasons for 

small things.  In a school with carefully planned traditions and practices, details matter.  It’s my 

second year here, I’m here every day, and my understanding continues to grow.  Try to use 

tonight to think about how the thoughtful details connect to big ideas. 

 

Here are three suggestions for doing that.  First, think about our routines, rituals, and learning 

experiences.  Through all of them, how does each child – your child – contribute to the whole?  

How do those routines and rituals make every individual child accountable to others?  In our 

school, learning isn’t something private between a teacher and each student.  Think about how 

learning means contributing. 

 

Second, think about this question: How does what repeats in our school help children notice 

their development?  How does the activities that repeat across time help children notice their 

progress and build their confidence?  What do children gain by skating in every grade, week 

after week, winter after winter?  How do you think children’s view of themselves as scientists 

will grow, from the first time they watch chicks or ducklings hatch in pre-K to that day in fourth 

and fifth grade when they dissect the chicks and ducklings that don’t hatch? 

 



The third thing to think about tonight is honesty in learning and community.  Of course our 

school keeps learning and conversations developmentally appropriate.  But think about how 

our learning opportunities help children begin to think about the world as it really is, with real 

challenges to solve, issues to address, injustice to attack.  Think about how our community 

encourages children to find power in themselves, and to support each other in growing. 

 

Those are three very broad themes: contributing to the whole, developing through what 

repeats, and honesty in learning and community.  Think about connections, not just around the 

room where your child is now, but to prior years in the school, and to the grades ahead.   

 

Finally, try to connect those themes to yourself.  Please remember that you’re also part of a 

classroom community.  If there’s anyone in your child’s class you haven’t met yet, please 

introduce yourself.  And, remember when I said learning isn’t something private?  Here, 

teachers will eagerly make appointments to speak about individual situations involving your 

child.  Those appointments can happen in the near future.  Tonight, ask the questions you think 

will contribute to the understanding of the group.  And last, think ahead to how you’ll continue 

to contribute.  Stay open and stay accessible.  Think about volunteering your time and talents.  

Our parent association wants one hundred percent of families donating any amount that feels 

comfortable so that one hundred percent of families are involved supporting rich learning 

activities.  And definitely expect to attend school events – especially our evening workshops 

where we the adults explore the kind of learning children do each day.  That first workshop is in 



a few weeks, on October 16, and you should come.  Remember, even if you’ve been to 

workshops in the past, what repeats changes how we think, and how we grow.   

 

For now, we appreciate your being here tonight.  For working, for thinking, for contributing, 

and for being part of this learning community – thank you. 


